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BJCFPS 

HEBREW READING/KRIYOH POLICY 

 

 

RATIONALE – ETHOS 

 

- Teaching children to be Hebrew literate, to be able to read, write and understand Hebrew. 

- Enabling children to access Siddur, Chumash, Mishna, Gemoroh and all other Torah texts. 

- To acquire this crucial skill, in order to build healthy self-esteem, to become confident and 

proud members of the Jewish nation. 

- Enabling children to engage in meaningful Tefillah. 

- To help create an appreciation and a love of Loshon Hakodesh 

 

 

AIMS 

 

- Pupils to have the knowledge that Hebrew was created by Hashem and is the language of 

His Torah and Tefilloh, and is called Loshon Hakodesh. 

- Children to be able to read Hebrew with accuracy and fluency. 

- Knowledge of reading rules. 

- Basic knowledge of the structure of Hebrew – Shoresh, prefix and suffix 

- Ability to write in script Hebrew. 

- Ability to read Rashi script. 

- Ability to understand what they are reading.  

      

 

GUIDELINES 

 

Nursery 
- Children are taught the Alef Bais song, and are encouraged to look at the sequence of the 

Alef Bais cards whilst singing the song, in a relaxed way.  

- There is no formal teaching of the letters at this stage.  

- They are also exposed to Hebrew words with connecting pictures, hanging on the walls of 

their classrooms. 

 

Reception 
- Children are introduced to the letters, learning to recognize them by name and sound, 

including final letters. 

- The writing of block letters is taught, as a method to reinforce reading. 

- All children are assessed by the reading coordinator or another teacher, before they move 

on to the next level book. (Throughout the Alef Champ book levels)  
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Year 1 

- Vowels are introduced, after having learned the letters in reception. 

- Children learn to combine letters and vowels in open and closed syllable words, with a 

variety of vowels and with an increasing amount of syllables, as they work their way 

through the Alef Champ books. 

- Children are taught the use of, both the silent Shevo in the middle of a word, and the loud 

Shevo at the beginning of a word. 

 

Year 2 
- In this year the children are taught to write their letters in script.   

- Children are taught words with complex reading rules, including the Shevo rules and 

special endings.  

- Children learn to read parts of the Siddur as well as a range of complex Pesukim, which 

include practice of all the reading rules they have learnt. 

 

Years 3-6 
- In order to consolidate the correct reading of Hebrew, and to build up fluency throughout 

KS2, a reading programme is used during the Kodesh lesson, which is also sent as 

homework, to be read with at home, and returned signed to school. Additional 

supplementary material is used, as practise to build up fluency. 

- Assessments take place at regular intervals throughout KS2, to monitor each child’s 

progress.  

 

In order to strengthen their children’s reading, and to maintain accuracy and fluency, right up to 

Year 6, reading homework is sent home weekly, and parents are encouraged to participate in a 

home back-up programme, and their comments are recorded in a reading record dairy. 

 


