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SYLLABUS CONTEXT 

 

The present syllabus, on  שבועהפרשת , is the third in a series of syllabus documents 

presented to Broughton Jewish Primary School. In the first syllabus in the series, 

Halochoh and Minhog (HM), much of the introduction to the present curriculum project 

has already been presented, and this syllabus is predicated on the methodology and 

orientation outlined there. The second syllabus in the series, General Jewish Knowledge 

(GK), was defined as informal Jewish education, to be studied outside the Jewish Studies 

curricular hours.  

 is worthy of its curriculum framework, independent of Chumosh, or the פרשת שבוע

learning of the names of the פרשיות in GK: 

  שבועהפרשת  is not primarily designed for “knowledge” of Chumosh per se – for 

that we have a Chumosh curriculum. True, the Chumosh curriculum for Primary 

School covers only selected portions of B’reshis or, in the best of circumstances, 

B’reshis and Sh’mos. However, the skills and knowledge of Chumosh learning are 

rightfully studied there, in depth.  שבועהפרשת  is part of the observance of Torah 

life in a קהילה, even more than pure study of Torah, and must therefore be 

understood in the context of the annual cycle of reading in the synagogue. 

  עשבוהפרשת  has always been treated by our Rabbis primarily as a platform for 

values instruction. “Living with the Torah” meant deriving every-day life values 

from the events presented in the  שבועהפרשת . Principles such as  מעשה אבות סימן

-as part of GK de פרשה Inclusion of .פרשה guided the reading of the לבנים

emphasizes this critical aspect of פרשה learning. 

 The above having been said, learning of פרשה is not entirely freestyle. פרשה study 

is a discipline, and as such, includes affective goals, cognitive skills, methods and 

systematic approaches. These aspects of the study of פרשה cannot be adequately 

treated as part of GK. 

 Since the system of  שבועהפרשת  was created by ל”חז  to accompany and reflect the 

calendar events of Judaism – holy days and fasts – פרשה is almost an adjunct to 

HM. In the HM syllabus, aspects of this connection to פרשה are treated in goal 

#3.4 on the functioning of the Jewish Calendar. This syllabus on פרשה will 

dovetail with that goal, and expand upon it. 

For all of the above reasons, then, פרשה deserves its own place in לימודי קודש as a 

curricular subject which spirals up over the primary years, and is formally assessed in 

terms of these goals and skills. 
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SYLLABUS TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 
 

“ שבועהפרשת  ” –  
This term denotes the system of annual completion of the Torah through its 
division into 54 weekly readings. This annual system was designed by ל”חז , in 
Babylonia, either late in the Amoraic or early in the post-Amoraic period. 

“X פרשה” – 
 This term denotes a specific one of the 54 פרשיות שבוע, called by name. 
“The סידרא” or “The Sedra” – 

This term is another name for “X פרשה,” although more accurately applies to the 
triennial system of reading the Torah used in  ישראלארץ .  In this system, the Torah 
was divided into 154 “סדרות.” 

 – ”עליה“
This term denotes one of the seven sections of any given פרשה, which will be 
referred to as ראשון, שני, שלישי, רביעי, חמישי, ששי, שביעי with the additional reading 
of מפטיר as a repetition of the last verses of שביעי. 

“ פתוחה פרשה ” and “ סתומה פרשה ” – 
These terms denote the organization of the writing of the Torah into sections, 
handed down from Sinai to Moshe to enable Moshe to absorb one item at a time. 
In a “ פתוחה פרשה ” the writing ends in the middle of a line and continues only on 
the next line, while in a “ סתומה פרשה ” the writing breaks and renews on the same 
line. The former is consider a more decisive break in the narration or subject 
matter of the Torah than the latter, and the subjects of the reading may be 
organized as such. 

 
Other terms of less frequent use will be defined as presented in the course of the syllabus. 

SYLLABUS OPERATIONAL ASSUMPTIONS 
 

1.  The study of  שבועהפרשת  will consist of one weekly curricular hour from Year 1 through 
Year 6.  
2.  In Reception,  שבועהפרשת  will be experiential more than cognitive, designed to 
introduce the sacred personalities of Israel and the basic story line of the narrative 
sections of Torah to students through creative means. 
3.  Study of  שבועהפרשת  will be cognizant of its significance in the observance of שבת at 
home. Therefore, study summaries and study suggestions for  שבועהפרשת  will accompany 
students home on Fridays, and other means will be used to involve parents in what is 
learned in פרשת השבוע in school. 
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4.  Part of the study of פרשת השבוע will be to instruct students how to present דברי תורה on 
 .either at home, at schul, in youth gatherings or in other contexts פרשה
5.  Students will be curricularly encouraged to report in school on the lessons learned on 
the פרשת השבוע in their schuls on שבתות. 
6.  For proper study of פרשת השבוע, every student from Year 1 will have a complete 
 ”,available to him/her. In this way, study will not become “story time חומש/אונקלוס/רש"י
but rather a lesson in how to study פרשה from inside the text itself. 
7.  Students in KS2 will produce and maintain “פרשה Notebooks” in which they 
accumulate materials relevant to פרשה learned in KS2. These notebooks may either be 
physical or digital (or both). These notebooks will become the basis of special student 
summative projects on פרשת השבוע in Year 6. 
8.  Since a certain number of פרשיות שבוע are perennially disadvantaged for no reason 
other than their occurrence during the summer holidays or at other times that school is 
not in session, materials will be produced to enable students and their families to remain 
true to פרשה study even during their holidays. This will ensure that students have an 
overall view of פרשת השבוע year-round. 
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COLLECTIVE GOALS LISTING 
 

1.  Affective Goals:  The student will believe in/identify with/value… 
  חז"ל through which מסורה as an organizational פרשת השבוע …  1.1
 stressed the main messages of the Torah. 
  at home and שמירת שבת as an integral part of פרשת השבוע …  1.2
 at the synagogue. 

 as a source for life-values to be applied in daily life, and פרשת השבוע …  1.3 
for awe and reverence for the sacred personalities presented in the Torah 
narrative. 

  שבת as a basis for Torah conversation leading up to פרשת השבוע …  1.4 
  and summarizing the שבת past. 
  .as a weekly discipline ,שנים מקרא ואחד תרגום ,פרשת השבוע …  1.5 

 for the teaching of sacred חז"ל as a symbolic language of מדרש אגדה …  1.6 
messages. מדרשי אגדה are not to be taken literally when they contradict 
physical reality. When there is no contradiction of physical reality, then the 
 .may, but do not have to be taken literally מדרשי אגדה

 
2.  Cognitive Goals – Skills:  The student will be able to… 
 2.1 … accurately locate any given פרשה in the Torah. 
 2.2 … accurately locate any עליה in any given פרשה in the Torah. 
 2.3 … map the course of the content of a narrative פרשה through the עליות 

as a tool for the spiritual, moral, ethical and value lessons of the פרשה. 
 2.4 … explain the overall flow and message of the Torah over the פרשיות השבוע.  
 2.5 … identify major מפרשים of the Torah and their overall approach to  
  understanding פרשת השבוע. 
 2.6 … devise a basic דבר תורה on any given פרשה including a study question, 

possible answers from תרגום and/or מפרשים and original thought. 
 2.7 … explain why special readings sometimes replace a פרשת השבוע. 
 2.8 … explain the message of a מדרש אגדה. 
 
3.  Cognitive Goals – Knowledge:  The student will know/recognize… 
 3.1 … the main story line, time line and important points of each and every  
  narrative פרשה. 
 3.2 … where any given Torah personality appears in the פרשיות השבוע.  
 3.3 … in which פרשה a given Torah event, issue or topic appears.  
 3.4 … in which פרשיות השבוע special literary forms such as poems, songs, 

 and unusual Massoretic symbols appear. 
 3.5 … selected Torah concepts and messages, and from which פרשת השבוע 

they are derived.   
 3.6 … which פרשיות השבוע usually fall before which calendar events. 
 3.7 … what is a הפטרה, why we read it, and how they were generally selected. 
 3.8 … a selection of common symbols which appear in מדרשי אגדה. 
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COLLECTIVE GOALS – SPREADSHEET 
 

Goal Reception 1 2 3 4 5 6 

1.  Affective Goals:  The student will believe in/identify with/value… 
 as an פרשת השבוע …  1.1
organizational Masoroh through 
which חז"ל stressed main Torah 
messages . 

     

√ 

 

 

√ 

 

 
√ 
 

 as an integral part פרשת השבוע …  1.2
of Sh’miras שבת at home and at the 
synagogue. 

 

√ 

 

 

√ 

 

 
√ 
 

 

√ 

 

 

√ 

 

 
√ 
 

 

√ 

 

-as a source for life פרשת השבוע …  1.3
values to be applied in daily life. 

   

√ 

 

√ 

 
√ 

 

√ 

 

√ 

 as a basis for Torah פרשת השבוע …  1.4
conversation leading up to שבת, 
summarizing the שבת past. 

  
 

√ 

 

√ 

 
√ 

 

√ 

 

√ 

שניים מקרא ואחד  ,פרשת השבוע …  1.5

      .as a weekly discipline ,תרגום
 
√ 

 

√ 

 

√ 

 as a symbolic מדרש אגדה …  1.6
language of חז"ל, not to be taken 
literally 

   √ √ √ √ 

2.  Cognitive Goals – Skills:  The student will be able to… 
2.1 … accurately locate any given פרשה in 
the Torah. 

  
√ 

 

√ 

 

√ 
 

√ 

 

√ 

2.2 … accurately locate any עליה in any 
given פרשה in the Torah. 

    

√ 
   

2.3 … map the course of the content of a 
narrative פרשה through the עליות  as a tool 
to uncover the messages of the פרשה 

      

√ 

 

√ 

2.4 … explain the overall flow and 
message of the Torah over the  פרשיות

 .שבוע

       

√ 

2.5 … identify major מפרשים of the Torah and 
their overall approach to understanding 
 .פרשת השבוע

     

√ 
 

√ 

 

 

√ 

2.6 … devise a basic דבר תורה on any 
given פרשה including a study question, 
possible answers from תרגום and/or 
 .and original thought מפרשים

   

√ 
 

√ 

 

 

√ 
 

√ 

 

 

√ 

2.7 … explain why special readings 
sometimes replace a פרשת השבוע. 

      
√ 
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2.8 … explain the message of a מדרש אגדה. 
   √ √ √ √ 

3.  Cognitive Goals – Knowledge:  The student will know/recognize… 
3.1 … the main story line, time line 
and important points of each and 
every narrative פרשה. 

√ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

3.2 … where any given main Torah 
personality appears in the פרשיות שבוע.    √ √ √ √ 

3.3 … in which פרשה a given Torah 
event, issue or topic appears.      √ √ √ 

3.4 … in which פרשיות שבוע special 
literary forms such as poems, songs,  
and unusual Massoretic symbols 
appear. 

     √ √ 

3.5 … selected Torah concepts and 
messages, and from which פרשת השבוע 
they are derived.  

     √ √ 

3.6 … which פרשיות שבוע usually fall 
before which calendar events.      √ √ 

3.7 … what is a הפטרה, why we read it, 
and how they were generally selected.       √ 

3.8 … a selection of common symbols 
used by מדרשי אגדה    √ √ √ √ 

 
 


