
Bears Don’t Eat Egg 
Sandwiches by Julie 
Fulton

Fly Boy by JJ Bola & 
Clara Anganuzzi

Handa’s Surprise by 
Eileen Brown

A Great Big Cuddle 
by Michael Rosen

Little Green Donkey by 
Anuska Allepuz

Blue Monster Wants It 
All by Jeanne Willis

SSSSNAP! Mister 
Shark by Neal Zetter 
& Chris White

We Planted a
Pumpkin by Rob 
Ramsden

Oi! Get Off Our Train 
by John Burningham

Mr Big by Ed Vere This Book Just Ate 
My Dog by Richard 
Byrne

Corduroy by Don 
Freeman

Reception 
Reading 

Challenge

I Really Want to Shout! 
by Simon Philip and 
Lucia Gaggiotti

The Perfect Sofa by 
Fifi Kuo

Pattan’s Pumpkin by 
Chitra Soundar

Press Here by Herve 
Tullet

Supertato by Sue 
Hendra

Aliens Love
Underpants by Claire 
Freedman

Elmer by David 
McKee

Zim Zam Zoom! by 
James Carter

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/reception/

Shark in the Park by 
Nick Sharratt

Baby Goz by Steve 
Weatherill

A First Book of
Nature by Nicola 
Davies
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Pippin Paints a
Portrait by Charlotte 
Mei

How to Catch a Star 
by Oliver Jeffers

The Very Hungry
Caterpillar by Eric 
Carle

The Concrete Garden 
by Bob Graham

Flower Block
by
Lanisha Butterfield

Where is the dragon? 
By Leo Timmers

Howl by Kat Patrick 
and Evie Barrow

George and Tao by 
Claude K Dubois

Orion and the Dark by 
Emma Yarlett

Fabulous Fifi The 
Flamengo Flamingo! by 
Alice Corrie & Ipek Konak

The Cat in the Hat by 
Dr. Seuss

Funnybones by Allan 
Ahlberg

Reception 
Reading 

Challenge

The Last Tiger by 
Petr Horáček

Beneath
by Cori Doerrfeld

Listen by Shannon 
Stocker, illustrated by 
Devon Holzwarth

Billy and the Beast by 
Nadia Shireen

Who’s in the Loo? by 
Jeanne Willis

The Emerald Forest 
by Catherine Ward & 
Karin Littlewood

Through the Magic 
Mirror by Anthony 
Browne

I Am Hungry by
Michael Rosen, illus-
trated by Robert Starling

Read more: https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/reception/

Peace At Last by Jill 
Murphy

Seahorses Are Sold Out 
by Katja Gehrmann and 
Constanze Spengler

Alex and Alex by 
Ziggy Hanaor
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Teacher’s Notes
Ideas for use
•	 Teachers are free to copy and share this document, for example, on 

school websites, social media, email newsletters, and school net-
works.

•	 Print pages 1&2 back-to-back and fold along the dotted line to cre-
ate a reading challenge/reading record for each student in your 
class.

•	 Use the quick and simple star ratings instead of a daily reading 
record to encourage reading for pleasure.

•	 Use the star ratings to assess which books, genres, and authors 
classes and cohorts prefer.

•	 Use the informal data from the reading challenge cards to help 
identify gaps in your school and classroom libraries.

•	 Use the reading challenge card information to identify further read-
ing pathways for students, including similar authors, books by the 
same author, books in the same genre, and similar but more chal-
lenging books the student might enjoy.

Information for Parents Further Reading Resources
Our reading challenge cards
•	 Encourage reading for pleasure.
•	 Take less time to complete than traditional reading records.
How to use
•	 When your child has completed a book, or started but not finished 

one, fill in a rating using the star outlines beneath each book cover 
image.

•	 This will help you and your child’s teacher keep track of how many 
books your child has read and which ones they have enjoyed.

•	 It will also show you and teachers which authors and book genres 
your child prefers. This might be useful when choosing new books 
from libraries or bookshops. 

More reading lists
•	 Book for Bedtime - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-

ks1-school-pupils/books-for-bedtime/
•	 100 picture books for EYFS to read before you are 5 years 

old - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-
pupils/100-best-picture-books-to-read-before-you-are-5-years-old

•	 Take It As Read: our free recommendation service. Let us know 
what your child likes to read and one of our team will get back to 
you with tailored reading book suggestions - https://schoolreading-
list.co.uk/resources/take-it-as-read/

•	 Children’s Favourites: these books for 4 year olds have been 
picked by children across the UK - https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
childrens-favourites/books-for-4-year-olds/

•	 Children’s book lists sorted by genre - https://schoolreadinglist.
co.uk/category/books-for-topics/

•	 Magazines for children: browse our list of over 50 magazines and 
newspapers suitable for primary aged children - https://schoolread-
inglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-
and-teenagers/
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